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Synopsis

Now completely revised in this eighth edition, A History of Russia covers the entire span of the
country’s history, from ancient times to the post-communist present. Keeping with the hallmark of
the text, Riasanovsky and Steinberg examine all aspects of Russia’s history--political, international,
military, economic, social, and cultural--with a commitment to objectivity, fairness, and balance, and
to reflecting recent research and new trends in scholarly interpretation. New chapters on politics,
society, and culture since 1991 explore Russia’s complex experience after communism and discuss
its chances of becoming a more stable and prosperous country in the future.Widely acclaimed as
the best one-volume history available, A History of Russia is also available in two split volumes--the
first covers early Russia through the nineteenth century and the second ranges from 1855 to the
present. Volume Il features an additional introductory chapter that links Russia’s modern history to

the events that preceded it.
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Customer Reviews

"A History of Russia is one of the best, if not the best, one-volume texts of Russian history from
Kievan times to the present. It does an exceptionally effective job of synthesizing a basic (yet
always interesting and stimulating) narrative of Russian/Eurasian history with an introduction to
historiographical debates about the major scholarly issues, showing how scholarship on certain
issues has evolved over time. Generations of students have profited remarkably from this book. It is
both a wonderful teaching tool and a useful reference book for scholars."--Glennys Young,

University of Washington



Nicholas Riasanovsky is Professor Emeritus of History the University of California, Berkeley. He is
the author of several books, including A Parting of Ways: Government and the Educated Public in
Russia: 1801-1855 (1976) and The Image of Peter the Great in Russian History and Thought (OUP,
1985). Mark Steinberg is Professor of History at the University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign.
Specializing in the cultural, intellectual, and social history of Russia in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, his many books include Voices of Revolution, 1917 (2001) and Proletarian
Imagination: Self, Modernity, and the Sacred in Russia, 1910-1925 (2002). Since 2006, he has been

editor of the journal Slavic Review.

Risannovsky was one of the greatest master minds when it came to Russian/Soviet history and
politics. This book primary focus on medieval/imperial Russia from the beginning taking a lot of it's
content from the Russian Chronicles.Despite the books being pretty heavy, the chapters are short
and to the point. It's a good book to have on your personal library shelf if you're into Russian history
or need extra content for any Russia history course. This book will come in handy as an excellent

resource.

From time to time, Riasanovsky might seem a little dry to the casual reader, but this is an excellent
rendering of Russian history from the beginning to age of Gorbechov; not only are events recorded,
Riasanovsky also records changes in art, economics, and patterns of social thought; he is thorough

without overloading the reader and profound in analysis.

Used for two different college Russian history courses. Begins with pre-Russian era (time of the

Rus, founding of Kiev) ends with post-Soviet Russian culture & poltics.

| read this in college 30 years ago and it was the best overview of Russian history around. Revised
edition is still at the top of the list. Fairly easy read for a text book and recent historical updates are
welcome additions. If interested in Russia or going to live there as | did for half a year, it is very

worthwhile.

Read this in college originally....enjoyed it more for some reason then. It is a well written book with a

good take on Russian History in my opinion.

This book goes into great detail which is what | was looking for. | would recommend it to anyone



wanting to learn more about Russia’s history.
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